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HE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 


‘Hier stehe ich, ich kan nicht anders: 
Gott helfe mir! Amen.—Luruer,. 
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NEW YEAR’S ADDRESS. 


Another has been added to the years, which have passed 
away, never to return. Its minutes, hours, weeks and months 
have alldisappeared. We are left on the confines between a 
rapidly receding, and a slowly advancing year.—It is an 
important station. It calls for refleetion. It asks the -olemn 
pause, the deep thought—and bids us learn and act. Silent as 
may be its voice, it is not uninstructive—and mild as may be 
its expressions, they teach a- wisdom. ‘That was an eventful 
year, that has gone by.—It was marked all along with interes- 
ting, and important occurrences. He, who presided ver its 
march in the exereise of his adorable perfections, brought be- 
fore the view of his rational creatures—one thing and then 
another and then another and multiplied them to a great degree 
—which whilst they arrested the attention, and declared that 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth—pointed toward: the 
consummation of the Redeemer’s purposes in our sinful world. 
Tie house in which are many mansions. prepared by the love 
of a Saviour, for the everlasting residence of his faithful 
followers. has received during the progress of the period, to 
which we refer, many a rejoicing inhabitant—who has finished 
his course in this world of sorrow. And many have departed, 
who gave no evidence that there remained rest for them in the 
eternity to whieh they went. Insatiable death has marked 
many a victim—and heaven’s song of praise inereased in its 
strength; and hell’s dismal arehes rung with louder shrieks. 

Yes—it is true and memory will confirm it— that some that 
were young and vigorous and active at the beginning of the 
past year, now sleep, where no voice shall be heard to awake 
them, till the trump, preparatory to the judgment, shall sound. 
— The friends of Jesus and his enemies alike liable to the in- 
roads of death, have acknowledged his power and appeared at 
his bar. It is not scenes of mourning and distress, that 
alone fix our attention when we review the past. ‘Chere are 
delightful recollections associated with these vanished days! 
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which eternity itself will strengthen and never erase. If the 
grave have received an inerease of inhabitants—from the grave 
of spiritual death, have numbers started forth in the vigor and 
bloom of divine life. ‘The great Spirit has often reduced chaos 
into order—brought concord from discord, and beauty from 
deformity. Wreath after wreath has been gathered, to be 
entwined around the brows of Israel’s Saviour—and hearts 
once cold and disaffected, and long insensible to his claims—~ 
have brought him, the intelligent and aff-etionate—“* My Lord 
and my God.” ‘The altars of false Gods have lost some that 
delighted to throng around them, and voices that spoke for 
idols—speak now for Jesus the crucified Redeemer of men. 
The dark habitations of eruelty have received rays of light, 
which will increase till the perfeet day. The great fold under 
the great and good shepherd, has been augmented by wanderers 
in the wilds and devious places of Heathenism ‘The bible~ 
‘the book of books, which was handed down from heaven,” 
speaking the language of nations widely separated, has rapidly 
multiplied and its benevolent friends have suecessfully luboured 
to extend its diffusion. It has often shed its light during the 
past year upon minds darkened befure—and opened a fountain 
of consolation, whose streams will never cease to flow to peni- 
tent souls, It has warmed no small number in diffvrent lands, 
to advocate its claims, to unfold its inexhaustible riches and 
even to go far from home and friends—to speak of its stores to 
perishing and ignorant Heathens, There has been a mighty 
machinery in motion—which directed by an invisible but 
omnipoteut power, has aecomplished much towards the salva- 
tion of men, If from the general aspect of Zion, we turn our 
attention to our own church—we shall discover many things 
that illustrate the gracious ageney of Jesus Christ, prove that 
he has not left or forsaken us, eali for our gratitude and open 
to our view brighter and happier times. Amongst these inter- 
esting oecurrences—the auspicious establishment of the Theo- 
logical Seminary of the General Synod of our church, the 
unanimity of sentiment that prevails in regard to its utility—the 
unlooked for number of devoted young men and the pruspeets 
of additions, ogether with the suecess of our Agent in Europe 
—these are facts in the history of American Lutheranism, 
which will render memorable long, the Year, in which they 
took place, Delightful as it is to review Zion’s prosperity— 
we must stop. Is there nothing to be learned from retrospect 
and from prospect, that may be useful to us as individuals? 


There are many useful lessons, opening before our minds. 
A remembrauee of the past will teach us, how good God has 
been to us, for it will be associated in them with repeated 
mercies temporal and spiritual, Vo the Christ-an it will tell, 


that no good thing does God withhold from them that walk 
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uprightly—it will say, that he is faithful—that his promises 
are yea aud amen—and all its recvilections will exalt a 
Saviour, and tend to awaken praise in his grateful soul. But, 
Q! will it not whisper at least, that he bus done little for che 

lory of his master, and more than insinuate, that he should 

umble himself in the dust and renew his vows and rejoice that 
ye! there is opportunity to love and to labour—to bring homage 
to Jesus and to aet for him. Surely, the Christian is not his 
own—he has been bought with a price —he should ther: fore, in 
the time whieh is before him glorify God in his body and spirit. 
— ihe shortness of life, the evanescency of our years, now so 
impressively taught, should excite every disciple of Jesus in 
whatever station he may be, to redeem the time and whatever 
his hund fiadeth te do—to do it with his might. The minister 
should be faithful in watehing for souls—in preaching, in pray- 
inz—ip all those efforts which will promote the kingdom of 
Christ. The private member of the hired: should be watch- 
ful, active—ready to do his duty in every way, and particularly 
to offer of his abundance to the Lord for the support of his cause. 
How much energy is imparted to these considerations—by that 
uncertainty which attends our earthly existence. ‘he world to 
come, will receive from our world thousands before this year 
close—and this year we may die—may this solemn thought, 
make us diligent and faithful. Ihe fied year has been rich 
with merey ‘and patience and long suffering to impenitent 
sinners. lo the request—* Cut it down, why cumbereth it the 


sround”—it has been said by an interceding voice—* Let it 


alone this year’—and he whe «peaks thus, says, to you now, 
May this year—it may be the last, witness your obedience— 
“ Behold, I stand at the door, and knock, if any man hear my 
voice and open the door, 1 will come in and sup with him and 


he with me.“ fle... 


For the Evangelical Lutheran Intelligencer. . 
Mas Luther an absolute Predestinarian? 
N 0. V. | 


The first point, that Luther was not a believer in the Irre- 
sistibility of Grace, and of Kffectual Calling, addressed only to 
an elect people of God, I have estubiished with suflicient evi- 
dence. With regard to the next I am equally secure: for 

Secondiy, Luther plainly, directly and positively declared 
the possibility of altogether falling from grace, or, in other 
words, he was not one of those who teach the predestinarian 
doctrine concerning the preseryance of the saints. 
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Absolute predestinvrians but hold the latter doctrine. 
Hence we find them every where consistent in this matter. 
‘They, whom God bath accepted in the Beloved, effectually 
enlied, and sanctified by his Spirit, ean neiher totally nor 
finally fall from the estate of grace, but shall certainly perse- 
vere therein tothe end.“ ‘Thus the Westminster Confession of 
faith In this all Calvinists or absolute predestinarians agree. 

That the final perseverance of the saints according to the 
above article, was no La her’s doctrine, the reader may learn 


from the following quotations, ee as literally as posst- 


ble from his works. | 

In an answer to a doubting eonseienee, signed by Luther, 
Meianethon, and Bugenhagen, he says: Speeches like these, 
are you one of the elect, then nothing ean harm you; you will 
always remain in grace and cannot be lost; are you not chosen, 
then ail is of no avail; ate abominable sayings. Adam and 
Eve were chosen of God, yet they so miserably lost their holi- 
ness, and the Holy Spirit, that through their wounds all men 
became weak and sinful. If they had not again been lifted up 
they would have remained in everlasting damnation. Ere they 
were restored they lay totally under God's wrath.” Paul teach- 
es the saints that they must remain holy by withstanding their 
evil desires; and that if they follow their sinful inelinations they 
will aguin come under God's wrath. If a saint wilfully acts 
_ contrary to God's ecommaniiments, he is no longer a saint, but 
has lost the true faith and Holy Spirit. Only then, when he 
returus, God will again accept him, and give him anew the 
right faith and Holy Ghos'. We must not, therefore ask whe- 
ther we be elect, envugh it is to know, that if we continue to 
the end then we are chosen and happy, as also Christ saith, 
blest are they that persevere to the end.” 


In a sermon on the Sunday after Christmas he says, Here 
the fear and the doubting must not be whether you be a child 
of God by grace, but the fear and the care must be how you 
shail continue thus to the end: for herein all the danger lies. 
Sa vation lies in safe deposit, but whether you stand and hold it 
Jast, that is uncertain. With regard to ‘his point, you must 
walk in fear. Faith does not rely upon ourselves or our own 
doings, but upon God and his mercy. ‘Lhe latter cannot fail 
as jong as our trust aud reliance continue. But how long this 
may last we know not, nor whether some assailment may not 
drive us from it, so that our trust and relianee fail: for in such 
. @ case grace ceases also.—Christ says, ye have now my word 


by which ye are clean. Now your fruit is good, and all is ae- 
ceptable to God. But be eafefull that you remain in me by faith, 
that ye rely not upou your own doings, let yourselves be drawn 
away irom faith. lose the purity obtained from me, and destroy 


your fruit. For this is the sentence of Christ, “he that does not 
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remain in me, ean bring no fruit, and is cast out like a dead, 8 


dr, and fruitless vine.” 

Avain, in his answer to Henry VIII. king of England, and 
«defender of the faith,” he says, „ He that believes may not 
commit adultery or other sin as John saith; for the word of 
God, to which he eleaves by faith, is an almighty power of 
God. This word of God will not let him sink or fall. It he 
do sin, his faith is previously gune, and he fallen from the word, 
and unbelief has taken possession of him, and where unbeliei is 
there all its evil faults will follow.’ Sothat ere the external 
sin is committed, the greatest of sins unbelief, has preceded in- 
wardly.” 

‘This latter quotation stands in confirmation of the present 
and the foregoing point. ‘The Spinit of God, according to Lu- 
ther. is the giver and producer of faith. but man may resist the 
Spirit of God, and east away the gift, so as to fall from thet 
grace into which he has entered by faith. This at least is 
totally falling from the estate of grace.” 

Lo the same purpose he writes in another place, „I know 
now,” he says, „that 1 have a sracious God; for 1 Know that 
1 believe in Christ. If 1 go on and remain in Christ, then my 
life and doings will be acceptable to God for the sake of Christ. 
And although I be weak in faith, and many failings and sinful 
desires remain in me and always go with me, still this shall 
not be counted to me but forgiven; yet so that 1 do not give 
them scope and liberty, and do not permit myself to be torn a- 
way from faith and rent louse from the vine.“ 

Again, in another place, he says, Christians are warriors 
and true soldiers ef God; they stand in the ranks of battle and 
dare not be secures; they must anxiously pray and implore the 
assistance of God. If they live in security and do not pray, 
beeause they imagine that Satan is far off from them, they will 
lose their faith, and become as dead and dry leaves.” 


According to the passage that [ am now about to copy the 
ate from the estate of grace is spoken of both as total and 
final. | 

If they follow the flesh and its desires, they lose the faith 
and the Holy Spirit ; and unless they learn to detest sin and re- 
turn to Christ, and recover the faith and the Holy Spirit, they 
die in their sins.” | 


I shall add but one more passage, It is found in his Com- 
e or explanatory lectures on Genesis, spoken and writ- 
ten a short time before the great iteiormer’s death. «© What 
are we then to econelude coneerning such examples as this of 
Ham, whom God once proved to be one of his chosen saints, 
believing and fearing God, aud who thereafter was altogether 
castaway? The answer is no other than this, that they are set 
hefore us to drive us to the fear of God, And we must by uo 
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means think that we cannot fall from the grace and merey of 
God which we have once received; as Paul also exhorts, he 
who stands, let him take care that he do not fall. For our ene. 
my is quick and urgent, and we are weak, and carry this great 
treasure in earthen vessels, We must therefore not glory as if 
we were beyond danger, but sigh to God as persons in the 
greatest danger, sinee we see that such holy men have fallen 
from that grace which they had obtained and jong possessed, 
Thus we may handle such examples with profit. But they who 
overlook this. and are coutinually hankering after those high 
questions about predestination according to God's purpose, 
drive their own hearts into despair, to which they are of them- 
selves too much inelined.““ . 
Such and 8» unequivocal, so strong and plain were Luiher’s 


expressions on this subject, The quotations are selected from 


works written on various occasions trom the year 1520, the 
earliest time of Luther’s labours in the Reformation, down to 
1545, a few months before his death. If there is any difference 
in the precision of his expressions, those are the strongest and 
most pointed which were written after the meridian of his pub- 


lie life, and after the subjects of predestination, and E 


rance of the saints, had been broached, and handled and sprvad 
by Calvin’s Institutes; that were published a few years pre- 
vious o Luther’s explanatory lectures, from whieh the last 
quoted passage was selected. 

Whether Luther’s ideas coneerning Ham, the son of Noah, 
be altogether correct, is nat here to be brought into considcra- 
tion. ‘That is not the question in hand, ‘Lhe question is, whe- 
ther or not he taught the predestinarian doetrines concerning 
the perseverance of the saints, If not, then he could not in 
reason be ranked among the number of absolute predestina- 
rians. The quotstions that 1 have laid before the reader, are 
fully and sufficiently plain and directly in point. ‘hey require 
neither remark nor comment. Many others might have been 
selected, which, though not equally pointed, ought at least to 
be equally couvincing. They are omitted only because they 
are for the most part much too long fur insertion in such a pub- 
lication as this. And those that are offered to the reader ought 
to be deemed sufficient for every reasonable enquirer. 

As we proceed, the confidence of my Lutheran brethren, who, 
with me, have been troubled by the bold assertions of predesti- 
varians, may wax still more and more strong. I feel sorry 
that I must call those assertions, calumny; for they have been 
carried into places and books that ought to be deemed sacred to 
truth. But the dishonourable proselyte-making spirit that has 
zone abroad so far and wide, even among Protestants, who 
ought to deem themselves brethren in Christ, and not to vio- 
late the law of Jesus, the law of charity and brotherly love, 
that uncharitable spirit never hesitates about the use of means 


— 
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to promote its ends. It is the same spirit that se often misre- 
presents and miseonstrues your sentiments, that accuses your 
community of bigotry, and laxity. and ineonsisteney and absur- 
dities, that also insidiously hints at your swerving from the 

rinetples of the great reformer, whom all cannot but honour. 
Bol. set your minds at ease my brethren; he to whom all pow- 
er is given holds his hand over his church; and truth must pre- 
vail. and the pain-dving foree of calumny rebound upon them 
that utter it. Lift not a pen to dash out the line, however car- 
ried from book to book, that represents you as “the sect near- 
est of all others to the Roman Catholie ;” that nieknames you 
consubstantiationalists“ and ubiquitarians,” “an illiberal, 


* 


* Consubstantiationalits.—In reading Luther's work on the Baby lonish 
Captivity, I met with the passage, which Milner, Maclaine and others 
have quoted for the purpose of proving that Luther was a consubstan- 
tiationalist, and must be permitted to remark, that this passage has met 
with the same treatment with many figurative expressions of the Holy 
Scriptures, when they are rent out of their connexion for the purpose of 
proving some preconceived opinion. Luther is there contending against 


the doctrine of transubstantiation, and says that Christ's body may be 


spoken of as present without the idea of a change of the bread into 
Christ’s body, and quoting some of the terms used by the Catholics and 
borrowed from the scholastic Aristotelians, says that the bread may be 
present in the substance as easily as in the accedences of the bread and. 
wine, like fire in heated iron. But ought not those authors to have re- 
membered, that instances for illustration ought not to be interpreted be- 
yond their general scope? that, in the place, from which they have quo- 
ted Luther’s figurative illustration, he is only, by the bye, reasoning phi- 
losophically, not arguing scripturally on the subject? that Luther in num- 
berless instances, as most particularly in that very case, disclaims all - 
nal reliance on philosophical reasonings in questions concerning the mys- 
teries of religion? and that, whatever the force or powerof this passage 
in itself, might be. it is taken from one of his earliest productions, in 
which he has retained more than one of his papistical notions, because 
he had not yet enjoyed the opportunity, for which he afterwards glori- 
fies God, of growing in the knowledge of divine truth which he so wil- 
lingly and heartily espoused? I will take the liberty to add, that pro- 
perly speaking, the greater part of Luther’s arguments concerning the 
Lord's Supper were of the negative, not the positive kind; that he denice 
the change of the elements; argues against what he calls misconstruc- 
tions of the literal terms of our Lord ; contends with those who seemed to 
consider the Lord’s Supper as nothing more than a supper of remem- 
brance ; wi/l not admit that the benefits it communicates are offered and. 
iven only to the elect believers; contends against the notion that these 
nefits are communicated only spiritually or in idea; and argues that 
although the body and blood of Christ, as they are given and shed for the 
remission of sins, are most evidently presented to all that commune, yet 
the mode and manner, in which they are interpreted to us, must and will 
always remain a mystery. So that his opinion on the subject cannot be 
positively and truly called by any special name; it is not in fact altoge- 
ther a positive opinion. Christ gives his body and blood with the bread 
and wine, so saith Luther, how he gives it, Luther saith not. ‘The words 
of Jesus, this is my body, are true, but mysterious ; this is Luther’s doc. 
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persecuting, severe. despoti body ;” that ealumniates your Ger- 
man brethren, xs though en masse they, had“ the 
religion of u erucified rede¢mer” Let not a blot extinguish it. 
The Lord hath bidden then to rail. Wemeanwhile must home 
bly and faithful, “set forth the praises of him who hath eall- 
ed us from darkness to the wonderful light we enjoy,“ the Lord 
Jesus Christ in whom we trust. | 

Enough for the present. let it be that I vindieate the name of 
him, whom the Lord of all prepared for special honours in his 
chureh, that eminent vessel entrasted with the oracles of mercy 


—not of wrath. 


trine. That Luther’s opinion is not consubstantiation is evident from 
his first answer to Carlstadt paragr. 187, 188—192, 195. And so he was 
understood by Bucer, in 1524; see Bucer’s Grund und Ursache paragr. 
113 lu Luther’s discourse concerning the body and blood, &c. he ex- 
plains his ideas, by the instance ot Christ in our heart and our heart in 
Heaven, paragr. 16, 17, 18, 19 Par, 24, 25, he calls it a presence throuch 
the word. And in rar. 34, „Let them go; we will hold fast to the words 
as they stand, that the body of Christ is in the bread, his blood truly in 
the wine. Not that he is not elsewhere with his body and blood; for he 
is with his whole body and blood in the hearts of all believers ; but that he 
would make us sure, where and how. we are to secure him to ourselves. 
There is the word, that tells von, when you eat this bread you have his 
body, that is given for you. Without this word the bread would be of 
no value“ And again, in Paragr 44, “Although the same is in the 
preaching that we have in the sacrament, vet in the sacrament there is this 
adventage, that it is specially and directly given to the individual person. 
There the offer is general, here it is given to me and to thee ; 80 that what is 
preached is directly and individually | applied, Does this look like 
consubstantiation ? Luther never did suy, that Christ's body is material- 
fy present in the sacrament. He says that we truly and bodily receive the 
body of Christ; this is his strangest expression; it is explained by the 
words above quoted; the body pf Cliris!, given for us, is directly and tru- 
ly und personally applied to the! very individual that eats the bread in the 
supper of the Lord. In another place vol. xx. p. 119, he says: We poor 
Sinners are not so mad as to believe that the body of Christ is in the 
bread in the coarse manner that bri ad is in a basket or wine in à cup, as 
these raving people would accuse us; our belief is in plain terms, that 
his body is present according to the words, this is my body, &c. Enough 
it is, that we will not suffer it to besaid that there is nothing but bread 
in the supper of the Lord.” In the next paragraph he is equally explicit. 
“The body of Christ,” he often says, “is present in its power.“ lie no 
where to my knowledge, has said, in substance ; but rather (confession 
concerning the Lord's supper, 1528) it they prove much, they prove that 
Christ is not present dodily, which they need not do, for this we admit. 


Bi 
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Alexander Severus seeing tho Christians contending, commanded them 
that they should not take the game of Christians any longer upon them: 
for {said he) vou dishonour your Ma, er Christ Let men either lay dow# 
their contentions, or lay off the coat of their profession. ä 
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SkETOH OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF LUTHERANISM In f. 
| UNITED STATES. 


(Continued from page 194.) 


Extract from the journal of the Rey. Mr. Handschuch, during his voy! 
| age from England to Pennsylvania. 

On the 14th of Oktober 1747, says Mr. Handschuch, we 
found that our ship’s hald, was filling with water, and there 
being nu possibility of discovering the leak, the Captain resol- 
veil to anchor off the isle of Wight. After making some tem- 
perary repaits, we set sail on the 16th for Plymouth, where 
our ship could undergo more thorough repairs. We expected 
to arrive there in a few days, but being beealmed, we did nat 
reach Plymouth, until seven days had elapsed. The Lord 
however preserved us from a watery grave. On the 6th of 
November, whilst we were at dnchor, a man in à boat, passed 
near our ship, with whom ! went to the shore: I found him ta 
be a pious man, and had an edifying conversation with him: 
He returned with me to the ship, in the evening, and remained 
with us for several hours, during whieh time, we in defiance of 
the tamult on board, were not ashamed, to profess Christ and 
the grace he intparted to us. A number of vessels were in this 
port, and 1 found among the captains, several vital christians. 
Oar took, a man somewhat advaneed in years, is betomins 
eoneerned for his soul. He observed to me, very feelingly, „that 
he was a sinner; and felt a great aversion to the conduct and 
ways of his companions.” I gave him suel instructions, as 1 
hope, may be profitable to him. Ou the 11th I dined jn town, 
where I was compelled to remain several hours longer than I 
intended; in consequence of a high wind, which rendered it 
precarious for a small boat, to go to our ship I eame inte 
eontact with two men however, with whom entered into con- 
versation, and I trist, it may have some good effect. The time 
passed away more rapidly, than I could have imagined. I feel 
it my duty, to promote the cause of Christ, wherever my Master 
may piace me. Influenced by this principle, I spoke with much 
freedom upon the essentials of religion, One of the men oppo- 
sei} me, and in an abrupt manner observed It is folly to speak 
to us Christians of faith in Christ aud of regeneration; these 
are subjects which should be dwelt upon, only before Jews, 
Heathens and Turks !” This language roused me; so that [ 
reproved this man, and most earnestly preached to him, the 
way of Salvation, according to the word of God, as being the 
only way. I am now in a situation, to improve in the English 
lingzaage, for most of the persons, with whem I meet, speak 


thet-langauge only. On che 12th of November, I heard a very 
00 
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evangelie discourse in the English Chureh, but in the afternoon 
{ was unusually edified, in the Freneh Protestant Chureh, by 
the Rev. Mr Bordier. n the following day Mr. Bordier 
ealled on me, and most affectionately, invited me to his house: 
We had a very agreeable conversation with each other.—On 
the evening of the 14th I was much gratified, in the house of 
the boatman, whom 1 noticed above. 1 found in his house, 
eight persons, who had assembled, to join with me, in religious 
exercises. 1! addressed them upon the a subjects, that 
eoncern immortal souls, and then several prayed so fervently, 
that I felt the presence of the Lord very powerfully. I had 
the plevsure of meeting with a Mr. Miguan, who, and his 
ar family are, I believe, vital christians. I called to see 
this dear family several times. We conversed upon the great 
matters of religion, and I trust, not without benefit to our souls. 
With this family, I generally prayed in the French language. 
On the 23d our captain, issued his order, that all hands, be on 
bourd, precisely at 12 o’elock. Soon after the hour, we bade 
adieu to Plymonth, where I at least, enjoyed many happy hours 
in the company of Christians, who, though of different nations 
and languages, were nevertheless, by the operations of the Ho- 
Jy Spirit. perfectly united in the bonds of love. Before night, 
we came up to the East India fleet, under the command of Ad- 
miral Boscowen, in whose company we sailed about 400 miles. 
On the 26th, a tremendous storm arose, and dispersed the fleet. 
so that by evening. we logt sight of every vessel. So violent 
and of such uninterrupted continuance was the storm, that on 
the 30th our erew were nearly exhausted. The captain then 
resolved to return to Plymouth, if possible. I beeame extreme. 
ly ill, but on the 2d of December, we anchored off Plymouth, 
and 1 had the pleasure of being taken immediately to the town, 
where I was received most affectionately, and, by the blessing 
of God, soon restored to health. 1 found here, a Minister from 
Stockholm, on his way to Pennsylvania. As he could speak 
no otber but the Swedish and Latin languages, we conversed 
with each other in the latter, and agreed, that, should the Lord 
bring us in safety to Pennsylvania, we would cultivate a friend- 
ly intercourse with each other. On the 13th we were to sail. 
but high and contrary winds arose, so that we were compelled 
to remain, until the 17th, when we proceeded with a favoura- 
ble wind: During the night of the 19th it commeneed raining, 
and gradually very stormy. 1 beeame extremely sick. The 
eaptain felt no disposition to proceed, and thought it most pru- 
dent, toturn toward Falmouth, and there remain until the sea- 
son changed. But finding ourselves on the eoast of Ireland, 
where the expenses are less than in England, we sailed for 
-Kingsale. Qn the 30th, aboot 5 o’elock P. M. we were, to our 
sreat astonishment, in a sound near Waterfort. Afier firing 
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several cannon, a pilot came on board late at night who infor- 
med us, that we werein the bay, before Waterfort, and about 
seven miles from the town. On the 81st, the wind was favour- 
able for the West Indies, upon which aceount, our captain eon- 
cluded to remain at anchor another night. On the tst of Jan- 
uary, 1748, the wind became very unfavourable, and seVeral of 
the passengers determined to accompany me tothe shore. About 
7 o’clock we arrived in town, where we were kindly received. 
Amog others, | found a very pious old lady, at whose house we 
had a very edifying mecting. Though we are tossed to and 
fro, and are compelled to suffer much inconvenience, yet we 
have an opportunity to exercise our patienee, and to find disei- 
ples of the Lord Jesus, with whom we can refresh our souls, in 
different parts of the world. On the 14th 1 left Waterfort, and 
scarcely reached the ship before it sailed. On the 28th at 3 
o’clock A, M. it became extremely stormy, and commenced 
thuodering and lightning, continuing until late at night Our 
sailors had just put on dry clothes and taken some refrestment, 
when a more awful storm arose. Our cabin was nearly filled 
with water, and consequently our clothes were all wet. About 
10 o’cloek, the captain called to me: Why are you so uncon- 
cerned? Do you not observe the awful storm? It could not be 
more terrible and dangerous! God save our souls! We have 
done all in our power, but we can no longer command the ship. 
1 vould answer hia nothing more than that the Lord could still 
save us; he and the crew should so aud do their part. As to 
myself, | cannot be sufficiently grateful to God, for he evidence 
of acceptance through Jesus my Lord and Saviour, with which 
he blessed me, during this night. Previously 1 generally felt 
some degree of alarm during a storm, because sea sick, and 
som: what distressed at the thought of my dear ralatives in Eu- 
rope, and our brethren in Pennsylvania, who 1 kuew anxiously 
awaited my arrival. But upon this occasion, | eseaped sick- 
ness, though compelled to be in the water during the whole 
night, and had the comfort of the Holy Spirit, in a high degree, 
whilst anticipating a watery grave. But what language shall 
I use, to express my joy on the morning of the 2¥th. The 
weather became more favourable, and the captain much affeet- 
ed, by the signal preservation of our lives, requested me, to 
reach a thanksgiving sermon, as soon as practicable. How 
wonderful are the ways of God! Various are his means, to 
briug us to refleetion aud convert sinners from darkness to 
light. I hope what we experienced may be sane ified to the 
souls of all on board. Though 1 could not on account of the 
disordered state of the ship, preach a regular sermon before 
the isth of February, yet 1 exhorted and lectured frequently, 
toa part of the erew and passengers. We had tpiscopaleans, 
Presbyterians, Quakers and Papists on board, all of whom, were 
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attentive. The text. from whieh 1 preached my first regular 
discourse to the whole crew, (iu the English language) is recor- 


ded Psalm 91. 45. 
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For the Intelligencer. ° 


PUTHERAN Ass FROM THE GERMAN EVAN, 
GELICAL MAGAZINE, 


Continued from Puge 235. 


The aceount of Lutheran Missions in the east, had been 
brought down to the year 1728. The narrative was supended 
to vive place to a summary of the exertions of the Danes iu 
this interesting work. We now resume the thread of our bis- 
tory, from the year above mentioned. It is at this time the la- 
bours of these bol) men jinereased greatly in interest. Ihe 
Missionaries proceeded in their labours iv the most praisewor- 
thy manner, aud were gratified by seeing intelligent and pious 
natives of the country. deyoting themselves to the ministry of 
the Gospel. Amongst thepe were Diogo and Rajanaiken, who 
deserve particular notice. ‘The first had for many years been 
useful av a teacher, for which: he had been prepared in the 
Mission school—the other had by enquiry and research in the 
Scriptures, acquired so perfect a kuowledge of them, that he 
wis very competent, te silence opposers; he had been an oftieer 
in the heathen army, but resigned his commission, and devoted 
himself exelusively to the duties of Christianity. ‘They were 
both during the festival of Kuster, in 1729, presented in the 
public congregation as Cateeh:ts. Diogo was appointed to 
serve the town congregation, and Rajanaiken the country con- 
gregatiou in Madewipatriam. Ihe) felt it to be their duty 
likewise to ordain Aaron as a country pastor, and many that 
had been instructed in the Mission school, were appointed 
teachers. In the year 1780, two new Missionaries came from 
Hulle. Their names were Andrew Worm and Samuel B. 
Richtsteig. ‘They were accompanied by Mr. Schlegelmich in 
the capacity of Physician to the Mission. ‘This produeed great 
joy—but to their extreme regret, Seblegelmich died a few weeks 
after bis arrival. By menus of the journeys which were made 
in the neighbouring places of ‘Tanjore and Marrawersch, aud 
likewise by means of the ‘I racts, which they distributed, they 
had the gratiheation of. forming several new congregatiqns— 
which were placed under the care of Catechets. Findiug the 
Missiov-house too small, they were compelled to purehase an 
addition to it—it likewise became necessary to purchase a bt 
rying gronnd, partieuiarly for members of the Church, who live 
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ed in the neighbouring villages aud in the suburbs. These were 
called Villanassumi—places of resurrection. ( distinguish 
them from the Heathen burying ground. The Malabars who 
do not believe in à resurrection of the body, eall their buryin 
grounds, places of burning or annihilation. Joyfyl as the 
lissionaries were at their prosperity and suecess—they had 
nevertheless many severe trials, Not only the Heathen, but 
likewise the Roman Catholics sought every opportunity of in- 
uringthem No one suffered more than the sineere Rajanaiken, 
who was stationed in Tanjore as Catechet. ‘They attacked 
him, struek him, robbed his house, murdered his father, aud 
endeavoured to kill him; but God assisted and saved him. 
Show me (said he once to such a gang,) my erime, and then 
deprive me of life; to treat me in this manner without proof of 
eriminality, is the greatest injustico—but this suffering is my 
glory, as it is unmerited My Lord suffered in a similar man- 
ner. Jesus Christ is with ne. May he give you a new heart. 
My body is in your power—but my soul defies your malice—you 
Gahnot injure it. 
_ They were moreover distressed by the death of the two latest 
Missionaries, Worm and Richtsteig, in the month of May, 1735, 
and by the severe indisposition of most of those engaged in the 
Mission. In these distressing cireumstances, it was deemed ne- 
cessary to make known to the Mission College in Copenhagen, 
their ¢ondition, and to solicit the sending of some ministers to as: 
sist them. Gad granted their desire, for iu a short time three 
enudidates were found, who were ready to go and preach in hea- 
then lands. These were Obuch, Wiedebroch, & Kohlhoff, who 
having been ordained in Copenhagen, entered upon their jour- 
ney, and arrived safely at Cranquebar.. Amongst the books 
used by the Mission to promote religion, were—A brief history 
of the Church of the Old and New Testament, by Mr. Wal- 
ther; the Portuguese Bible: the gospel of Saint Matthew, iu 
the Malabar language; the Portuguese Hymn Book, aud a brief 
summary of the doctrines of the Christian religion. Rieh aud 
oor contributed to the support of this work. ‘he Queen of 
Jenmark, added to the anwual appropriation, a yearly contriby- 
tion of 1000 rix-dollars—the Guvernor of Eloon io his will left 
them 81000; the German congregation in London, collected 
early upwards of one hundred pounds sterling, and commoy 
1 aud widows threw in their mite most cheerfully. 
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A Simire.—A preacher, deseanting on the ineffieacy of 
good works alone, illustrated his passage by observing, that 
gon works without faith, was like rowing a boat with one our, 
the boat would go round and reund, but weald never get one 
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For the Intelligencer. 
MONTHLY ASSOCIATION ESSAY. 
Observations on the Personality and Divinity of the Holy Spirit. 


In taking up a subject on which so much has been said, and 
well said, and in defending a truth, which has employed the 
most vigorous nnaderstandings that have ever been consecrated 
to theological studies, it is hardly to be expected that any ad- 
dition will be made to the number and weight of proofs, or any 
novelty be thrown around the illustrations that may be furnish- 
ed. It will be admitted that in undertaking to determine what 
is true in regard to the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, no souree 
ef information is opened to us but the Sacred Scriptures. Ik 
they fairly and scientifically interpreted, lead us te certain con- 
clusions on this subject, they are to be received. A refusal to 
acknowledge the correctness of this plan, would involve a de- 
nial of the divine authority, and inspiration of the sacred wri- 
tings. It is not to be supposed that any vindication of their 
commanding claims as an iofallible revelation, will be underta- 
ken, whilst we must ask the concession of these claims to give 

econelusiveness to avy proofs which may from them be brought 
forward to establish the Divinity of the Holy Spirit. the 
question is—What do they Each in * N to this matter 


They teach elearly, fully, aud with much variety of language, 
the persovality and Divinity of the Holy Spirit. | 
We eannot easily throw open the Scriptures without finding 
something that indicates the existence, displays the character, 
or unfolds the operations of this Being. In the records of the 
creation and primary events of this our world—iu other words 
in the first piece of those combined writings which constitute 
the depository of our religion, is there an agent introduced, and 
represented as acting, who is ¢alled by this very name, (Spirit) 
und on the last page of the last document, is there mention 
made of the very same Being. - How often he is intermediately 
introduced, is kuown to the diligent student of God's holy Book. 
It is to be ascertained then in what particular light the Spirit 
is to be regarded by us. There are many whio profess to rever- 
ence the Bible, and to receive their religious seutiments from it, 
who differ widely from each other in the opinions that they have 
formed concerning the nature, &e. of the Spirit of God. Is he 
a person? The negative of this, assumed by many, is not to be 
reeonciled with the expressions of the Bible. What is a per- 
son? A Being separate from all others which is rational aud 
intelligent. This idea eprried along with us, will enable us to 
determine whether the language of the Scriptures quadrates 
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with the opinion of Personality in the Spirit, or whether it does 
not. How then do the Scriptures speak of him, and how are 
we to understand the expressions that they make use of ? It is 
said in one place—* My spirit shall not always strive with 
man.” In many 2 e is spoken of as sent forth. “The 
comforter whom I will send unto you from the father.” He is 
said to move—“ The Spirit of God moved on the face of the 
waters.“ To know—‘ The Spirit searcheth all things, even 
the deep things of God,” &e. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. He is said to 
speak—* Whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak.” He 
is said to guide“ He will guide you into all the truth.” To 
lead—*“ For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.” To help—* The Spirit helpeth our infirmi- 
ties.“ To testify— The Spirit beareth witness with our spir- 
its that we are the children of God.” ‘T'o reveal—* Ag it is 
now revealed unto his Holy Prophets and Apostles by the Spi- 
rit.” To seareh—“ The Spirit searcheth all things.” To have 
a mind —“ He that seareheth the hearts, knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit.” To prophesy—“ He shall show you things 
to come“ —“ Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that in the 
latter times some shall depart Vous the fuith” To intereede 

„The Spirit maketh intereessions for us with groanings that 
cannot be nitered.” To give giſts—“ For to one is given by 
his Spirit the words of wisdom: to another the word ef know- 
ledge; to another faith.” To work in the soul of man—* All 
these worketh one and the same Spirit, dividing to every man 
as he will.“ To work miracles— Through mighty signa, and 
wonders hy the power of the Spirit of God.” ‘To sanetify—“ Ve 
are sanctified hy the Spirit of our God.” To quicken or give 
life—* It is the Spirit that quickeneth.” Jo be pleased— It 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us.” To be vexed— 

„They rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit.” ** 

lere then is a colleetion of passages, which I have extracted 
from a celebrated System of Divinity in order to facilitate a 
work, for whieh a small portion of time was allotted, ‘and 
which no candid person ean read with intelligence withent a 
conviction that they proclaim a personality of him of whom 
they are spoken. They are susceptible of no other meaning 
without abandoning those common sense rules of understanding 
language. whieh would render most unintelligible every part of 
the record of God. Of nothing, we confidently assert it, could 
such things he predicated but of a rational, intelligent, separate 
existence. The language is plain, and intelligible 5 the things 
asserted embrace a eonsiderable variety, so that it is not 
partial, but complete proof. We think that no man, with his 
mind unbiassed. uninfluenced by prejudice, could read these 
things with sufficient intelligenee to comprehend them withont 
assenting to the opinion that they make us acquainted with a 
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erson. Indeed the adversaries of this view may be said, at 
easi in one sense, to 1 its correctness For they attempf 
to make this language favour their own opinions, by consider- 
ing and explaining it as highly figurative, Literally then, even 
they coneede that it teaches personality—and this we may deem 
of no little importance, when it is maintained that thee is not 
the least reason whatever for regarding this language as an 
thing but literal We have now, we think, fairly, with the 
1 0s we have adopted arrived at the conclusion that the 
eriptures when they speak of the Holy Spirit, speak of a per- 
son, it will remain for us to determine what is his character. 

It by no means follows from what bas been proved, that the 
Spirit is God, or equal in his pérfections to the Divine Being. 
The charaeter of this person is a distinet subjeet, and therefore 
it is to be determined like the other, by the law and testimony ; 
What say they? That he is God in the highest and fullest 
sense—that he is equal tothe other persons in the God-bead. 
They designate him by the same elevated titles, they aseribe to 
him the same grand perfections, they set him forth performing 
the same inimitable works, and they present him receiving the 
same acknowledgements of reverence, and devotion and homagé, 
whieh are elsewhere aseribed to the Father of the Universe. 
What more definite and nuequisoeal proofs could we have of 
the Divinity of the Holy Ghost than those? Nothing additional 
ean be thought of. We know of no way in which the matter 
could have been more elearly unfolded. If then the langtiagé 
of Scripture will bear out the &-sertion made above, we are 
hound to believe that the Holy Ghost is a divine person in the 
highest sense. Lei us then listen to its words. Here again we 
shall extract from the same valuable system of Divinity refer- 
red to before, the passa of Scripture, which bear upon this 
suhjeet. First, the Holy Spitit is called by abe names of 
God. In Corinthians. viii, 17—The pirit is called Lord. 
“Now the Lord is that Spirit.” He is called God in those 
passages in Acts 5. ver. 3. 4 80 often employed in confirmatiort 
of his divinity „ Peter says to Annanias, Why hath Sctan 
filled thine heart to lie unto the Holy Ghost ? why hast thon 
conceived this in thine rar thou hast not lied unto men, 
bu: unte God.” Here it is said that lie who had lied to thé 
Holy Ghost did it ta God: therefore the Holy Ghost is God. 
Acts 4. 24. 25 eompd. with Leis 1. 16. proves it. The same 
thins are aseribe! to the Holy Ghost which are before aserib- 
ed to God. These passages prove most clearly that the inspir- 
ed writers of the Scriptures, d not hesitate to call the Holz 
Spirit, God and ander soch circumstances as show the full 
sense in whieh their expressiofs are to be reecived. If then, 
this he the ease, how is if fo be accounted for ? By believing 


they designed to teach his divinity. 
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But that the proof may not be considered defective, we refer 
again to the same safe guide, and exhibit it, ascribing the per- 
fections of God to the Holy Spirit. Eternity—*“ Christ Who 
through the eternal Spirit, once offered himself to God.” Om- 
nipresenee—“ Whither shall I go from thy Spirit.“ Omnai- 
seienee—“ The Spirit searcheth all things, even the dee 
things of God.” He is called the“ Hoelz Ghost”—*“ Spirit“ 
«the Spirit of grace“ —“ of truth”—* of glory thy good 
Spirit“ —“ the power of God.“ Of what person less than di- 
vin could these things be said. Of none. They are said of 
the Holy Spirit. They are said to convirce us of his divinity; — 
we cannot resist—we ought not to wish it. It belongs howey- 
er to the Divine Being to perform works which are peculiar to 
himself—to which no created power is equal. Does it require 
divine perfections to create the world, to arratige it intt its pre- 
sent beautiful form, to preserve it, to continue its existence, to 
suspend or to subvert its laws? These things are aseribed to the 
Spirit By his Spirit he garnished the hleavens“ —“ The Spi- 
rit of God hath made me.” ‘The miracles of the New Testa- 
ment are every where ascribed to him. The baptismal words 
and the benediction of St. Paul brings the Holy Spirit before 
ns in conjunction with the Father and Son. They distinguish 
them, and yet place them on a level—alike receiving the hom- 
age and dedication of men—alike addressed in prayer~alike 
asked for blessings—there equality is necessarily inferred, and 
of eourse the Divinity of the Holy Ghost is unauswerably pro- 
vel We have rather hastened over that part of our subject 
which depends upon Seripture evidence, because it is that will 
which we are familiar and because there is so much that oceuts 
on this subject in them. We conelude then with remarking 
that we consider the Seriptures inspired. Whatever they tegen 
is from God. and is to be reeeived by us, whether we can eom- 


prebend it or not. | 


Association Essay 


‘The ersonality and Divinity of the Holy Spirit viewed in 
connection with the Divinity, &c. of the Father and Son, is # 
most mysterious. doctrine, and ane which is only received be- 
eause it is believed that the mind of man is not equal to the full 
comprehension of the divine Being, and because he has clearly 
revealed himself to us in his word in this three-one character, 
The Holy Spirit then is God, and he it is that has been proms 
ised to them that ask him. Divine light, divine guidance, di- 
vine support, divine comforts, and divine sanctification are 
blessings that come from him. How mach then does it become 
us to desire his presence, to seek his communjcations—to pray 
for his indwelling. flow weleame should he be to our souls, 
and when we feel him there convincing of sin, of righteousness 
and of judgment, taking of the things of Christ, and showin 
them to—ereating aspirations for the favour of God and heu- 
nn 
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venly happiness how carefully should we eberish him— how 
anxiously should we repress pride, malice, anger and envy— 
how seduloush) should we avoid all unhallowed intercourse 
with the ungodly, and seriously meditate on divine subjects, and 


fervently pray whilst our own hearts are rejoicing—that he 
would visit the Ap ig hearts of the suffering sons of men, 


Indian Mother 


and enlighten and save throughout the whole earth, the erring 


* 


and guilty posterity ef Adam. | : 


THE INDIAN MOTHER. 


Pammehanuit, an Indian of | prime quality, on Martha’s Vine- 
yard. and his wife, having boried their 2 five children suc- 
cexssively, every one of them within ten days of their birth, 
netwithstanding all their use of potrates and of medicines to 
preserve them,—they had a sixth ebild. (a son) born about the 
year 1638, which was a few years before the English first set- 
tled on that Vineyard. ‘The mother was greatly perplexed with 
fear that she should lose this child, like the former: and atter- 
ly despairing of any help from such means as had been former- 
Jy tried with so little suecess, as soon as she was able, (which 
among the Indians is quickly and within less than ten days,) 
with a sorrowful heart she took up her child, and went out into 
the field that she might there weep out her sorrows. While 
she was here musing on the insufficiency of all human help, she 
felt it powerfully suggested unio her mind, that there is one 
Almighty God, who is to be prayed unto: that this God hath 
created all the mage that we see: and that the God who had 
given being to herself. and all other people, and given her child 
unte her. was easily able to continue the life of her child. 
Hereupon this poor blind Pagan resolved, that she would 
seek unto this GOL for that merey, and she did accordingly. 
The issue was, that her child lived; and ber faith (sueh as it 
was) in him, who thus answered her prayer, was wonderfully 
- strengthened: the consideration whereof caused her to dedicate 
this child unto the seryice of that God who had preserved his 
life 5 and educate him as far as might be, to become the servant 
Not long after this, the English came to settle on Martha’s 
Vineyard; and the Indians who had been present at some of the 
English devotions, reported that they assembled frequently 
tegether, and that the man who spoke among them often looked 
upwards, This woman from this report, presently concluded, 
that their assemblies were for prayers; and that their prayers 
were unto that very God whom she had addressed for the life 
of her child, She was confirmed in this, when the Gospel was 
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not long after preached by Mr. Mayhew, te the Indians there; 
which gospel she readily, and cheerfully, and heartily embra- 
eed. And in the confession that she made publicly af her 
admissien into the church, she gave a relation of the preparation 
for the knowledge of Christ, wherewith God in this wonderful | 
way had favoured her. But that which adds to this wonder, is, 
that this very child has proved an eminent preacher of Christ 
upto other Indians. He is living at this time pan a very 
religious Christian and a laborious minister, and one, who not 
only is pastor to an Indian church on Martha’s Vineyard, con- 
sisting of some scores of regenerate souls, but also has taken 
pains to carry the gospel unio other indians ou the main land 
with a notable effeet thereof. His name is Japhet. 


The faets related in the foregoing narration may lead to an 
inquiry how this heathen woman conld offer the prayer of faith 
to the only living and true God of whom she had never heard? 

We are not disposed to limit the grace of God, or doubt his 
ability to reveal himself in a miraculous manner to «a pagan 
worshipper, —but we are more ready to believe that this poor | 
heathen had derived the little knowledge she possessed of the 
Being to whom she prayed, in some indirect way from those who 
nad favoured with the light of revelation. The story is 

relatedoas having taken place in 1638, eighteen years after the 
settlement of the Buglish at Plymouth, and it can hardly be 
supposed that this band of Puritans who were paying their 
constant devotions to the Ged they served, should uot have shed 
some ight on the surrounding nations, with whom at this time 
they held a friendly intercourse.—Cotion Mather, 
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A Dutehman making his eonfession to a mass-priest at 
Rome, promised by an oath to keep seeret whatever the priest 
should impart to him till he came into Germany, upon which 
the priest gave him a leg of the ass on which Christ rode into 
Jerusalem, very neatly bound up ina silken eloth, and said, 
„This is the holy relic on whieh the Lord Christ did eorpo- 
really sit, and with his sacred legs touched this ass’ legs on 
The Datehman was wonderfully pleased, and carried the holy 
relie with him into Germany, and when he came upon the bor- 
ders, boasted of his holy possession in the presence of four 
others of bis comrades, at the same time shewing it to them; 
but each of the four having also received a leg from the priest, 
and promised the same secreey, they inquired with astonishment | 
whether that ass had five legs ?—By the way, they forgot that 
fhe latter would have been much less of a miracle than the for 
mer.—Colambian Star. | | 
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| 
oN ANSWER TO PRAYER. 
In answer to the inquiry, 4 in what way is prayer answer 
ed,” it may be sufficient to say, thut God bestows the very 
blessing asked, or something, whieh, in the view of the sup- 
liant, is a full equivalent. ‘The promise is, „ He will fulfil 
the desires of them that fear him” But every acceptable pray- 
er is offered with an ultimate reference to the divine will. The 
heart of the petitioner r: signs itself to God's good pleasure.— 
The Bible does not require him to believe that the particular 
blessing will be bestowed at the time, and in the manner which 
his ignorance or his wants might dictate. He feels that God 
knows what is best—that if the favor which he desires at any 
time will conduce to his spiritual good, he will receive it, if 
not that he will obtain some other blessing which will be a full 
equivalent for that withheld, 


This view of the subject accords with seripture and with 
facts. With seriptare, because, though some of its promises 
are unlimited and seem to warrant the belief, that the specific 
blessing sought for will be bestowed; yet they show with what 

restrietion, and what spiri ‘every petition should be offered: 
It agrees with fact ;—for many a humble believer, conscious of 
breathivg out sincere desires for specific blessings, has received 
an answer in a manner evtirely un xpected, yet so as to make 
him feel that the blessings conferred are fully equivalent to 


those desired. 


I have heard the voice of prayer rising from the closet of a 
broken hearted penitent. It was interrupted often by groanings 
which could not be uttered. _* O Lord, lift thou upon my soul 
the light of thy countenance. My soul is east down within me; 
my heart faileth, Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.” 
{ heard that voice ip the morning, it was reiterated at noou-day, 
and in the evening, Day after day I heard it, and every time 

ore deep, more solemn, more fervent. From the same closet 
1 heard another voice—even the voice of thanksgiving for the 
abundance of the merey that could pour light and joy into a 
goul so unworthy, and so sinful. 


1 have seen a widowed mother weeping and kneeling by the 
death bed of her only son. I heard her plead that he might be 
spured, to b. the support of her declining years, for the sake 

of Jesus io whose cause she had dedicated him. But that 8 
tition was not answered. A few days afterwards I closed his 
eyes in death, and then she kneeled down by his bed side, and, 
in the nuruffled accents of resignation, said, The Lord gave, 
pb the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the 
Lerd. 


~ 14 
> 


18577 Religious Duty 269 
Tais view of prayer guards against the extreme of presump- 
tion on the one hand, avd of indifference on the other. We 
maintain that it is a general principle in God's moral kingdom 
that the prayers of his people shail be answered.— That every 
holy desire which they breathe forth shall be the means of pro- 
curing some blessing. If the prayer be fer the inerease of ho- 
liness in their own hearts, A will be inereased—if for a 
temporal blessing, or the conversion of an individual, that 
Prayer will de answered by the bestowal of the favor sought, 
or by indueing a state of moral feeling which will find a full 
equivalent in the purer contemplation of the divine glory. 
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A RELICIOUS DUTY. 

The following is from a Thanksgiving Sermon, an outline 
of which is given in the Religtous Lntelligencer. 

Every Christian family ought to have some pertodical publi- 
cation of Religious Intelligence. — 

The press is an engine whuse moral powers have hardly be- 
gun to be known. It has been employed with etfect in the 
litieal world. But now let all its energies combine to build ap 
the eause of Christ. Let it now spread into every house the 
weekly intelligenee of the rising stories of the kiugdom of 


light, aud the rapid declension of the empire of darkness. In- 
stead of wars. and crimes, and tales of horror, I t it circulate 
the deeds of Christian benevolence,—let it tell of sinners con- 
verted to holiness, of souls saved fram hell, of men made ha 
pier by being made better, of glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace, good will to men. And let every christian pa- 
rent open his hous: to the weekly visits of the religious news 
paper, that all its salutary impressions may be regularly re- 
peated and wrought into the soul. And before any christian 
objects to taking à religions publication on account of the ex- 
dense, let him ask himself solemaly, Do 1 really love the 
Russ of religion, and love to hear of the suecess of the cose 
pel? And if he finds that his heart does really delight ia 
— guch things, then let him inquire whether he does not every 
yeur lay out at least two or three dollars, for things that are 
not half so valuable to kis soul. as a religious newspaper.— 


Aud then let him form an estimate if he can, of the blessin 


which such a publication will bring to his family. Aud then 
let him act as if he fully believed that the earth was soon to 
be burned up. I have no doubt it is à religious duty for ev- 
ery christian family to receive stated information on these sub- 
jects and that this congregation ought to reeeive ten such pub- 

lications where it now receives one. Aud it is my sineere de- 
 gire that the year should commence with a great increase of 


the religious intelligence that is cireulated among us. 


| | 
| 
— 
= 


* Ghalmers. 
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Donations to the Theological Seminary. 


By Mr. J. R. Baxer, sen. of Philadelphia, 16 Volumes, among which 
are Franken’s Sermons, Mel’s ditto. Segner’s ditto. Hoth’s ditto. ie 
gers ditto. Purman on the Academic Sciences. 

By the Rev'd Dr. Corrix, of Philadelpbia,—10 Volumes, including 
Brochmanni Systema theologium, 2 vols. 4to.; Less’ Moral. 

r. A. of b iladephia 10 Volumes—including the 
. . of Leland, Erskine, Kid 

By Mr. LIrrELL of Philade 
Witherspoon, Exskine, Gregory. 

By Deacon Newnan, of Andover 
Professor Stuart, Dr. age 


phi, 16 Volumes—including works of 


28 Volumes—including works of 
oode, Wardlaw, Ernesti, Campbell, 


By Rev’d Dr. Monrock, An rr a copy of the Jerusalem Talaud 
in 1 Volume folio. | 
By Professor Stuart of Andover-—6 eopies of Miner Grammar. 
By. Mr, Lexicon. 


=> — 


— — 


‘By whom aie at what time the. Bible was translated. 


Two hundred and forty one years before the birth of Jesus, the five 
books of Moses, and the Prophets, were translated from the Hebrew 
into the Greek language by: ul by the Septuagint Interpreters, the seventy 
learned men then at Jerusalem, in the time of Eleazer, the High-Priest, 
at the request of Ptolemcus Philadelphus, King of Egypt. Then, one 

hundred und twenty four years after the birth of Jesus, the Old Testa. 
ment was translated from the. Hebrew into the Greek, by Aquila, a Jew, 
who had been ara to Christianity, during the reign of the Empe- 
ror Adrian Fifty three years after, Theodosius produced a translation; 
and in thirty — cere after Theodosius, the Bible wus translated by 
Symmachus; and at the ae of cight years, another translation, 
the author of which is unknown, was circulated. 

Hieronymus, who corrected the translation of the Septuagint Inter- 
translated the Bible im tlie Hebrew into the Latin language, 

and of it Luther speaks highly. Truly, said Luther, he did enough for 
one man; Translators, however, ought not to be alone, fur good and apt 
words, do not always fall to ap individual, says Luther. Had Hieronys 
mus associated with himself one or more learned men, the Holy Ghost 
would more powerfully have been discerned, according to Christ’s say- 
ing,“ Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there will 
I be in the midst of them.“ As long as the Bible was in the Church of 
the Gentiles, it was never in such perfection, that it could have been 
read so significantly, as that which we have prepared here at Wittem- 
berg, and (God be praised!) translated from the Hebrew into the Ger- 


man language.—Colloq. Mensalia. 
| 


"The Bible is the Head of all Arts. 
Let us not lose the Bible, said Luther, but with all diligence, and iu 
God's fear, read and preach the same for, if that remaineth, flourisheth, 
and is taught, then all is safe, The Bible is the head and empress of 
all faculties and arts. If Divjnity falteth, then whatsoever remuineth, 
iS werth ching. 
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induced Mr. Claparede to observe to him that he violated the 
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‘PERSECUTION OF PROTESTANTS IN FRANCE, 


It is well known that within the last two hears numerous 
eonversions from the Catholic to the Protestant religion have 
taken place at Lyons and the neighbouring villages in France. 
It is estimated that within this period about 1200 persons have 
embraced the Religion of the Reformation. In compliance with 
the wishes of the new converts, the Protestant pastors at Lyous, 
not long since, asked and obtained permission to establish a 
regular service at Consoree, one of the villages where this 
remarkable exeitement was most strongly felt. But they were 
not allowed long to enjoy this liberty. On the 10th of Septem- 
ber last, the Mayor of Lyons issued a formal decree, prohibi- 
ting the Prote-tants from assembling for public worship. They 
appealed from his deeision to the Minister of the Interior; bat it 
is supposed they will be under the necessity of applying to the 
King in Couneil, before they will obtain protection against the 
intolerance of their Catholic neighbours. The following ac- 
count of the cireamstances which led to the deeree of the 
Mayor, we translate from the Paris Journal of Commerce for 
the 10th of October. 
The minister of Consoree was in the pulpit, and had eom- 
menced his discourse, when he was interrupted by a man who 
_ demanded of him by what authority he taught these people 
another doetrine than that of the Roman Catholie Church, oat 
of which there is no salvation. The pastor, Mr. Claparede, 
answered him, that they were there assembled for religious 
Worship, and that was not the place for disputing; but that if 
he desired to know the grounds of his faith, he was ready te 
explain them to him at home, and named his residence. The 
stranger, instead of being pacified, renewed his demand, which 


lau which forbids the disturbance of publie warship; and as 
this remark produced no effeet, the people near the disturber 
uested him and on his refusal obliged him to leave the house. 
The service ended, the pastor went to the Mayor to make his 
eomplaint; but what was his surprise when he was told that a 
complaint bad been entered against himself and parishioners, 


_ bya person who pretended that he had been ill-treated in a 


place of Protestant worship Upon this declaration of a per- 
son who did not make his appearance to support, the Mayor 
had deereed that assemblies for Protestant worship should be 
suspended. The prefeet was not opposed to this strange deci- 
sion, and the consistory of Lyons have, in eonsequenee addresc~ 
ed a petition to the Minister of the Interiour, to obtain the re- 
establishment of religious warship at St. Cousoree. We be- 
lieve that a further step will be necessary; and Mons. Isam- 
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